EQUAL project “Step by step”

Activities of the International Organization for Migration (IOM)

There are strong stereotypes about asylum seekers in Latvian society because of lack of knowledge about this group. IOM society information activities are turned to diminishing of stereotypes and preconception, explanation of culture differences. It could help asylum seekers to integrate in Latvian society, improve their professional level and get into labour market either in Latvia or his home country.

	Research Study 

“Attitudes among Residents, Government Officials and NGOs of Latvia towards Asylum Seekers”
	The objective of the research study is:

1) to evaluate the attitudes among residents of Latvia towards asylum seekers;

2) ascertain the disposition and work experience of officials of government and non-government organizations relating to asylum seekers;

3) to develop suggestions for work with asylum seekers.


	Elaboration of guidelines for Government Officials and NGOs representatives about culture differences and job specific with asylum seekers. 
	There will be included in guidelines such as themes:

1) Kinds and forms of migration, social and economics consequences in country of origin, host nation and country of transit;

2) Legal regulation of asylum seekers protection;

3) Conclusions about legal regulations of integration activities;

4) Description of asylum seekers situation in Latvia;

5) Social and other kind of help for asylum seekers in Latvia;

6) Social and cultural aspects in the job with asylum seekers;

7) Intercultural communication. 

	Keeping with universities about asylum issues.
	Tasks:
1) Instruct pedagogy and social work students about  specific in work with asylum seekers, social help rendering and consultation (seminars for students);

2) To promote inclusion of asylum issues in social work students lecture program.

	Students information about asylum issues and culture differences
	Tasks:

1) To diminish preconceptions and stereotypes between youth towards representatives from different cultures (training sessions at schools);

2) To promote tolerant attitude towards asylum seekers;

3) To promote active youth participation in stereotypes diminishing process about asylum seekers (project competition for students).


